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Study 

Essentials



Roadmap
Goals for this workshop:

VUnderstand various ways to approach the Bible

VDefine and understanding the role of hermeneutics for personal or 

group bible study

VEliminate ignorance, fear, and/or excuses about personal bible study

VIntroduce and learn a simple process for reading, interpreting, and 

applying Scripture



Various Approaches to the Bible

VHearing

VReading 

VStudying 

VMeditating (Reflection on it and praying it)

VMemorizing

VRead for breadth; study for depth.



Hermeneutics 101

VBiblical Hermeneutics = the study 

of the principles and methods of 

interpreting the text of the Bible.



Hermeneutics 101

VEssential Laws of Hermeneutics:

VThe Bible should be interpreted literally (unless the passage is 

obviously intended to by symbolic or if figures of speech are 

being used).

VThe Bible must be interpreted historically, grammatically, and 

contextually. (culture, background, grammar, etc.)

VScripture is always the best interpreter of Scripture.



Hermeneutics 101

Presuppositions for Interpretation of Scripture:

VThe Bible is one unified story written and inspired by one Author (God). 

VThe Bible is primarily all about Jesus. He is the thread that ties every 

book together. 

VThe Bible is our highest authority (Sola Scriptura) :

VOver personal experience

VOver reason

VOver tradition



Hermeneutics 101

VResources for further study:

VGrasping Godôs Word by Duvall & Hays

VLiving by the Book by Howard Hendricks

VWomen of the Word by Jen Wilkin



Hermeneutics 101

VBasic Hermeneutic Process: COMA

VContext

VObservation

VMeaning 

VApplication



Hermeneutics 101

VBasic Hermeneutic Process:

VContext: what is the literary structure/form (letter, narrative, poem, prophetic)? Are there any 

clues about the circumstances under which it was written? What has happened so far?

VEx. Matthew 18:20

VEx. Rev. 3:20

VEx. Jer. 29:11

VEx. Phil. 4:13

VObservation : what is the main point? What did the text mean to the original audience? What 

surprises are there? What are the key words? Are there words or ideas repeated? Themes? People, 

places, geography, history, etc. Grammatical structure (subject, object, verb).



Hermeneutics 101

VBasic Hermeneutic Process:

VMeaning : What is the timeless truth in the text? How does this text relate to other parts of the 

book, the testament, and the whole of the Bible? How does this passage relate to Jesus?  What 

does this teach us about God?

VHow do I know I have identified a correct timeless principle/truth?

VPrinciples should correlate with the general teaching of Scripture

VPrinciples should speak to the needs, interests, questions, and problems of real life today.

VPrinciples should indicate a course of action.

VPrinciples should be supported by other godly people.



Hermeneutics 101

VBasic Hermeneutic Process:

VApplication : how should the text change my view of God and myself?  How does this passage 

challenge (or confirm) my understanding? Is there an attitude or behavior I need to change? How 

does this passage call on me to change the way I live? What does the text demand of my life? 

VKnow the Text

VKnow yourself (Romans 12:3, 1 Timothy 4:16)

VRelate the Truth of the Word to your experience (2 Cor. 5:17)

VHow does this passage relate to:

VYour relationship with God? 

VYour view of yourself and your personal identity?

VYour relationship with other people?

VYour relationship to the Enemy?



Hermeneutics 101

VBasic Hermeneutic Process:

VApplication : how should the text change my view of God and myself?  How does this passage 

challenge (or confirm) my understanding? Is there an attitude or behavior I need to change? How 

does this passage call on me to change the way I live? What does the text demand of my life? 

VMeditate on and Memorize Scripture (Psalm 1:1-2)

VPractice! (Your hunger for the Word will be in direct proportion to your obedience to it) Is there:

VAn example to follow? 

VA sin to avoid?

VA prayer to repeat?

VA command to obey?

VA condition to meet?

VA challenge to face?



Hermeneutics 101

5 Substitutes for Proper Application (by Howard Hendricks)

VWe substitute interpretation for application (We tend to settle for knowledge rather than 

experience. According to the Bible, to ñknowò and not do is to not know at all.)

VWe substitute superficial obedience for substantive life -change.

VWe substitute rationalization for repentance . (Our favorite strategy is to rationalize sin rather 

than repenting of it.)

VWe substitute an emotional experience for a volitional decision . (Real life change begins 

with volition ïan act of the will. Are we willing to make life -changing decisions based on what the 

Scriptures say?)

VWe substitute communication for transformation. (We talk the talk but we donôt walk the 

walk. Transformation will never take place if we evade the convicting stab of Scripture by hiding 

behind our ñtalkò)





òThe Interpretive Journeyó

You willé I will...

V sit in your own space

Vbe respectful and responsible byé

Ç maintaining good eye contact

Ç being a good listener and not 

interrupting

Ç asking questions if you do not 

understand (yes, that is OK!)

V help a friend if she/he does not understand

V listen carefully to instructions for what 

comes next

ü be at the front of the whole class

ü present a quick mini lesson on something that is 

important to ALL students

ü answer any questions you may have

ü allow you to have discussions with your 

classmates about what we are learning (just wait 

for my signal! )

ü give directions for what comes next

ü be tracking respectful and responsible student 

behavior as I work with my small groups with 

<insert behavior system>



Small Groups & Rotations

You willé I will...

V go to each station in which you have work to 

complete or to which you have been assigned

V complete all work at your station quietly and 

carefully

V ask three (3) peers for help before asking <insert 

teacherôs name> (YES! It is OK to ask questions!)

V use <insert teacherôs name>ôs system for asking 

questions if <she/he> is with a small group

V <insert what students should do if they are stuck 

on something but can not speak to you>

ü be working with a small group of students

ü work with individual students on specific 

skills

ü answer your questions after you have asked 

three (3) peers and <insert your system for 

asking you a question>

ü be tracking respectful and responsible 

student behavior as I work with my small 

groups with <insert behavior system>



Hallways & Restroom Breaks

You willé I will...

Hallways:

V walk quietly in <insert order in which students will be lined up>

V stay on the right side of the hallway

V keep your hands to yourself <be specific as to where students 

should have their hands if you have a policy for that>

V remain quiet to respect other classes <add things such as ñby 

keeping a bubble,ò if necessary>

Restrooms:

V wait until you are allowed to go into the restroom

V go to the restroom quickly and quietly

V pick up after yourself and let <insert teacherôs name> know if 

there is a problem in the restroom

V wash and dry your hands

V get back in line quickly

Hallways:

ü make sure all students are walking in <insert order in 

which students will be lined up> on the right side of the 

hallway

ü address any issues of <list behaviors not expected in the 

hallway>

ü be tracking respectful and responsible student behavior 

with <insert behavior system>

Bathrooms:

ü allow each student to use the restroom

ü address any issues that occur in the restroom


